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MODULE 4  

SPECIALIST FUNERAL 

SERVICES 

 

UNIT 

9 

                    

                    EXHUMATION 

 

Purpose and Aim 

of the Unit: 

The purpose of the unit is to develop learners’ understanding of the current 

regulatory requirements, documentation and processes necessary to carry out 

an exhumation. 

 

 

The learner will: 

 

1 Know reasons for an exhumation request. 

 

2 Understand the limitations upon requests for exhumation. 

 

3 Understand exhumation procedures. 

 

4 Understand the procedure for multiple exhumation. 

 

5 Know the documentation required for the re-disposal of human remains. 
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Introduction 
 
 

An exhumation is the removal of human remains, including cremated remains, from any place of burial. 

 

For clarification, a license is needed to remove any human remains that have been buried or committed to the 

ground. This applies whether the deceased had been buried in a coffin, or their ashes committed to the 

ground following cremation 

 

In accordance with the Burial Act 1857, it is a criminal offense to exhume or disturb remains without first 

holding the appropriate license. These controls were introduced to prevent ‘grave robbing’ and to protect 

public health. 

 

To clarify the position as to when human remains are buried the general rule is, that once the 

remains have been committed, whether they be in a coffin or in the case of cremated remains, 

in a container, should there be any cause to require any examination of the remains after this 

point then an Exhumation licence is required. 

 

As long ago as 1788, R v Lynn, it was held that the removal of a dead body from any burial ground without lawful 

authority was an indictable misdemeanour at common law, whatever the motive for the removal might be. 

 

The Health and Safety Executive produce the following guidelines should you have involvement with Exhumation. 

 

 
 

                                              http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/web01.pdf 

 

 



 

 

 

National Association of Funeral Directors © Sept 2013 Dip FD Module 4 Unit  Page 3 

 

Learning Outcome 1 Know reasons for an exhumation request. 

 

 

 

WHO MAY REQUEST EXHUMATION? 

 
 

I. The personal representatives of the deceased 

II. The Coroner 

III. The local Authority 

IV. The Department of Transport 

V. The Incumbent of the Church 
 
 
WHY MAY EXHUMATION BE REQUESTED? 
 

i. To identify a body 

ii. To transfer a body from one grave to another or or to a different cemetery 

iii. Request eceeived to  cremate a body 

iv. The family request to repatriate the remains overseas 

v. To recover jewellery, documents or other artefacts 

vi. For the purpose of holding a first, or further, inquest 

vi. For purposes of health 

vii. To enable road schemes to proceed- planning and building applications. 

viii. Criminal proceedings - a court order requires the remains to be exhumed for forensic examination 

 

Learning Outcome 2 Understand the limitations upon requests for exhumation. 

 

Prior to an exhumation taking place an appropriate licence is required. The licence required will depend on 

where the remains are currently buried and where the remains will be re-interred.  

Licences include: 

o A licence issued by the Ministry of Justice 

o A Bishop’s faculty 
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Decency and Safety 

Under the Burial Act 1857 an environmental officer must be present at the exhumation and supervise the 

event to ensure that public health is protected and respect is maintained for the deceased person. 

The environmental officer will ensure: 

o the correct grave is opened 

o the exhumation commences as early as possible in the morning to ensure maximum privacy 

o the excavation is screened in the interests of privacy 

o measures to protect the health, safety and welfare of all workers are in place, such as 

protective clothing, masks, gloves and lighting 

o everyone present shows due respect to the deceased person and to any adjoining graves 

o the nameplate on the casket corresponds to that on the licence and/or the Bishop's faculty 

o the new casket has been approved by the environmental health officer 

o all remains and all the pieces of casket are placed in the new casket 

o the new casket is properly sealed and identifiable 

o the area of exhumation is properly disinfected 

o satisfactory arrangements are in place for the onward transfer of the remains. 

If conditions in the license are not met and the environmental officer is not satisfied with the above or 

public health is at risk, the exhumation may not proceed 

WHAT ‘AUTHORITIES’ ENABLE EXHUMATION TO TAKE PLACE? 

There are three 'authorities' that can enable an exhumation to take place: 

 

Coroners' Warrant to exhume - Issued by the court at the coroner's request. No other documentation is 

required.  

 

Ministry of Justice license to exhume – Authority to exhume must be granted. A satisfactory reason and 

relevant documentation must be provided.  
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An ecclesiastical faculty - This is an authorisation to carry out specific work within the grounds or buildings 

belonging to the Church of England. Application should be made to the Chancellor of the Diocese.  

 

Unless a warrant of exhumation is issued the Funeral Director must ensure the following:  

• To obtain a letter of authorisation from the clients requesting the funeral directors to take charge of 

the matter. 

• To obtain accurate details of the remains 

• If remains are buried in a common grave consent from the nearest surviving relative of others buried 

in that grave must be obtained in writing. 

• If exhumation is required for cremation and remains have been buried for less than one year medical 

certificates CR4 & CR5 are required.  

CORONER’S WARRANT 
 
Section 23 of the Coroners Act 1988 provides that a coroner may order the exhumation of a person who is 

buried within his/her district where it appears necessary for the body to be  examined 

 

• for the purpose of holding an inquest into that person’s death or discharging any 

other function of the coroner in relation to the body or the death 

 

                or 

 

• for the purposes of any criminal proceedings which have been instituted or are 

contemplated in respect of the death of that person or of some other person who 

came by his/her death in circumstances connected with the death of the person 

whose body is needed for examination. 

 

The Coroner may not order a body to be exhumed except under this section and any order must be by warrant 

under his/her hand. 
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LICENCE FROM THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
 
Section 25 of the Burial Act, 1857, provides that: 
 

Except in the cases where a body is removed from one consecrated place of burial to another by faculty granted 

by the Ordinary for that purpose, it shall not be lawful to remove any body, or the remains of any body, which may 

have been interred in any place of burial, without licence under the hand of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of 

State, and with such precautions as such Secretary of State may prescribe as the condition of such licence. 

 

Where a licence from the Ministry of Justice is refused there is technically no appeal, however, the Principal 

Secretary’s actions are always open to the High Court or the European Courts. 

 

NB. This Section does not apply to a removal carried out in accordance with Regulations made under the Town and 

Country Planning Act, 1990 or to the Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981. 

 

 

ECCLESIASTICAL FACULTY 
 

Under Ecclesiastical law, a Faculty has always been required before a body can be removed from 

consecrated ground, except where a Coroner’s Warrant has been issued. If a body is to be re-interred in 

consecrated ground no other authority is required. However, if the body is to be re-interred in 

unconsecrated ground or cremated then a Ministry of Justice Licence is also required. In the case of 

cremated remains, regardless of their final resting place, the faculty is sufficient to enable them to be re-

interred. 

 

As a general rule the Ordinary mentioned above is the appropriate Diocesan Authority for the grant of 

Faculties and is normally the Anglican Bishop of the Diocese acting through the Chancellor of the 

Consistory Court for the Diocese, the Faculty being issued, on his/her behalf by the Diocesan Registrar. 

 

If an Ecclesiastical Faculty petition is opposed, the applicant may appeal to the Consistory Court of the 

Diocese via the Diocesan Registrar to give any further evidence, in person, to support the application. If this 

fails, an appeal may be made to the highest Ecclesiastical Court, the Court of Arches. 
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WAR GRAVES 
 

If an exhumation is required from a war grave, permission must also be sought from the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission, situated at 2, Marlow Road., Maidenhead, Berks SL6 7DX.  

 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

(Churches, Places of Worship and Burial Grounds) Regulations 1950 

 

For multiple exhumations where relatives or representatives of the deceased are not involved, generally a 

single licence will suffice for each burial ground. Normally these grounds tend to be unused and over a century 

old. Where relatives wish to exhume members of the family under the above regulations, single licences are 

required for each grave - though not necessarily for each person in that grave - each case being treated on its 

merits. The Ministry of Justice requires that the remains are interred in as similar a manner as possible to the 

original interment. 

 
Duty of Authority in whom the land is vested to publish and serve notice of intention to remove, re-inter and dispose 

 

Before removing any human remains, or disposing of any tombstone, monument or other memorial of a 

deceased person, Regulation 7 requires the person in whom the land is vested: 

 

i. to publish, in a local newspaper, a Notice of Intention so to do, at least once during each of 

two successive weeks, with an interval between each publication of at least six days, and 

display a similar notice in a conspicuous place in the burial ground 

 

ii. to serve a similar notice on the appropriate denominational authority 

 

iii. if the remains were interred in, or the memorial placed on, the land within twenty five years prior 

to the date of the first publication of the Notice, to serve a similar notice on the personal representatives or next of kin, 

or, in the event of their being untraceable, any known relative of the deceased. A statement as to the rights of the 

representatives must also be given. 

 

In all cases of exhumation a Certificate must be given to the Registrar General giving dates and places of 

removal and re-interment respectively. 

iv.  
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Learning Outcome 3 Understand exhumation procedures. 

 

 

PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES 
 
In cases where the Funeral Director is requested by the Coroner to exhume by Warrant, no other 

documentation is required. 

 

In cases where a licence or Faculty is required the Funeral Director must: 

 

1. Obtain a letter of authorisation from the client requesting the Funeral Director to act “in all 

matters relative to the proposed exhumation” on their behalf. 

 

2. Obtain accurate details of the remains to be exhumed including all the information required to answer 

the questions on the application form. 

 

3. Ascertain positive reasons for exhumation. 

 

4. If the remains are interred in a ‘common’ grave, the consent to the disturbance of the other remains 

and their subsequent re-interment must be obtained in writing from the nearest surviving relative of 

each person buried in the grave. 

 

5. If exhumation is requested to enable the remains to be cremated, the law requires that Statutory Forms 

Cremation 4 and Cremation 5 must be completed if the remains have been buried for less than one 

year. 

 

NB. In view of the difficulties that may be experienced in obtaining Forms Cremation 4 and Cremation 5, 

in such cases, it would be prudent to defer any action until the year has elapsed. 

 

6. If a licence is required, apply for a licence for the removal of buried human remains from the address 

below. Once Part A of the application has been completed, the Application must be sent to the Burial 

Authority involved, who complete Part B of the form. The completed form is returned to: 

 

Coroners & Burials Division Ministry of 

Justice 

2nd Floor, 

102 Petty France LONDON 

SW1H 9AJ Tel: 020 3334 3555 
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REQUIREMENTS 
 
The requirements are usually stated on the Licence or Faculty. In general a new coffin is required of sufficient size 

to accommodate the existing one – also disinfectant, sawdust, gloves and protective clothing. 

 

The local Environmental Health Officer must be notified as they may wish to be represented, particularly in 

view of the Health and Safety at Work regulations. Adequate protective clothing and ‘on site’ washing 

facilities must be provided. 

 

If the exhumation is to take place in a Public Cemetery, the responsible person, usually the Superintendent, will 

have been warned well in advance and usually some of the preliminary excavations will have been completed on 

the day before. 

 

The area of exhumation must be screened from public view. 

 

Normally, the first condition of the licence is that ‘the removal shall be affected with due care and attention to 

decency, early in the morning’, so, it would seem sensible to notify the police of what is to occur rather than have 

someone reporting peculiar happenings in the cemetery at first light. 

 

If the re-interment is to be at another place, that grave should also have been prepared, making allowance 

for the extra bulk of the new coffin. 
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If the exhumation is to recover jewellery or other valuables, it is a wise precaution to have a witness present, 

e.g. The Cemetery Superintendent. 

 

The cemetery, or churchyard, may be one of the many where the Funeral Director is responsible for the reopening of the 

grave, so they should liaise with the gravedigger to ensure that enough time is allowed for the work involved and that 

adequate lifting materials are available. 

 

Learning Outcome 4 Understand the procedure for multiple exhumation. 

 

Multiple exhumations may occur for a number of reasons; a family plot may need to be extended and deepened to 

allow future interments of relatives; construction sites and extensions to buildings can sometimes uncover unknown 

multiple burial sites.  

Multiple exhumations require careful management , including careful planning to ensure that the work is carried out in 

an efficient, safe and cost effective manner while maintaining the dignity and  respect at all times of the human 

remains. 

 

Multiple exhumation of crypts, churchyards, cemeteries, decommissioned churches and churchyards awaiting 

development require compliance in all relevant aspects of Health and Safety procedures, Method Statements, Risk 

Assessments and C.O.S.H.H. Site evaluation, and budgeting of costs as well as legal and ecclesiastical requirements and 

needs.  

In cases where the Funeral Director is requested by the Coroner to exhume by Warrant, no other documentation is 

required. 

In cases where a licence or Faculty is required the Funeral Director must: 

 

o Obtain a letter of authorisation from the client requesting the Funeral Director to act “in 

all matters relative to the proposed exhumation” on their behalf. 

 

o Obtain accurate details of the remains to be exhumed including all the information required to answer 

o the questions on the application form. 

 

o Ascertain positive reasons for multiple exhumation. 

 

o If the remains are interred in a ‘common’ grave, the consent to the disturbance of the 



 

 

 

National Association of Funeral Directors © Sept 2013 Dip FD Module 4 Unit  Page 11 

 

nearest surviving relative of each person buried in the grave. 

 

o If exhumation is requested to enable the remains to be cremated, the law requires that 

Statutory Forms Cremation 4 and Cremation 5 must be completed if the remains have been 

buried for less than one year. 

 

NB. In view of the difficulties that may be experienced in obtaining Forms Cremation 4 and Cremation 5, 

in such cases, it would be prudent to defer any action until the year has elapsed. 

 

If a licence is required, apply for a licence for the removal of buried human remains from 

the address below. Once Part A of the application has been completed, the Application 

must be sent to the Burial Authority involved, who complete Part B of the form. The 

completed form is returned to: 

 
Coroners & Burials Division Ministry of 

Justice 

2nd Floor, 

102 Petty France LONDON 

SW1H 9AJ Tel: 020 3334 

3555 

 

 
 

Learning Outcome 5 Know the documentation required for the re-disposal of human remains. 

 

 
 
Samples of Forms on following pages: 
 

• Application for a licence for the removal of buried human remains (including cremated remains) 

• Licence for the Removal of Human Remains 

• Petition for Faculty 

• Form of Faculty in Unopposed Proceedings 

• Sample Risk Assessment Forms 
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Please complete this form, answering all questions in block capitals. The document should then be returned to the 

Diocesan Registry, Minerva House, 5 Montague Close, London, SE1 9BB. 

 

TO THE CONSISTORY COURT OF THE DIOCESE OF 
 
Parish of    
 

Churchyard/Cemetery:    
 

 

PETITION FOR FACULTY FOR EXHUMATION AND REINTERMENT OF BODY OR CREMATED REMAINS 
 
To the Worshipful Chancellor of the Diocese of 
 

 
1. Petitioner to enter full name(s), address and the applicant’s relationship to the deceased. (This 

should be the deceased’s next of kin). 
 
 
 
 
2. Full names of the deceased, date and cause of death. 
 
 
 
 
3. Date of burial [or cremation] and class of coffin. 
 
 
 
 
4. Number of grave/plot in Churchyard/Cemetery and, if the latter, whether in consecrated portion. 
 
 
 
 
5. a) Who is the owner of the Churchyard/Cemetery? 
 
 
 
 
b) Has their consent been obtained? If so, it should be forwarded with this form. 
 
 
 
 
6. Where is it proposed to re-inter the coffin/ashes, and will it be in consecrated ground? 

(If it is not consecrated ground, a Ministry of Justice licence will be required). 

 
 
 
 
7. Has the written consent of the owner of the Churchyard/Cemetery for re-interment been obtained? If 

so, it should be forwarded with this form. 
 
 
 
 
8. Did the deceased leave a Will? If so, has Probate been granted, and to whom? 
 
 
 
 
9. If the deceased left no Will, have Letters of Administration been granted, and to whom? 
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10.   a) Why were the deceased’s remains interred where they are now? 
 
 
 
 
b) What wishes [if any] did the deceased express as to his/her place of interment? 
 
 
 
 
11.   State relationship of applicant to the deceased. 
 
 
 
 

12. What relatives of the deceased are surviving? 
 
 
 
 
Have they been consulted? 
 
 
 
 
Do they consent to what is proposed? 
 
 
 
All consents should be in writing and should be forwarded with this form. 
 
 
 
 

13. a) Have any other interments taken place in the grave since the burial of the deceased? If so, state 

whom and whether their next of kin have been approached and their consent obtained. 
 
 
 
 
b) Has any person an exclusive right of burial in the grave? If so, state the names of such person and 

whether their consent has been obtained. 
 
 
 
 

14. Here state the name and address of the Undertakers who will carry out the exhumation and re- 

interment.  [Please see Notes 2, 3 and 4]. 
 
 
 
 

15. State name and address of the Chief Environmental Health Officer. 
 
 
 
 

16. State fully the reasons for the proposed removal. 
 
(Please refer to Note 1 below before completing this section and, if necessary, continue on a separate 

sheet of paper and return it herewith). 
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The statements in the Petition and the answers to the questions above are true to the knowledge and 

belief of each one of us. 
 

 
Dated this day of    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Signature of Petitioner[s]) 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTES 
 

1. If a Faculty for exhumation and reinterment of human remains (including ashes) is to be granted, 

the Petitioner must satisfy the Consistory Court that an exception should be made to the principle 

that burial is to be regarded as permanent and final. They are protected in consecrated ground from 

disturbance. The burden of proof is upon the Petitioner. If you are in any doubt, you should consult 

solicitors referring them to: Re: Blagdon Churchyard [2002] Fam 299. See the summary attached. 
 

2. The following documents must be forwarded with this Petition to the Diocesan Registry: 
 

1. Certificate of Burial. 

2. Consent in writing of Cemetery. 

3. Consent in writing of the Owners of the land where the remains are to be reinterred. 

4. Undertaking by the Undertakers [see below]. 

5. A Probate of Will or Letters of Administration [if relevant]. 

6. A copy of the Ministry of Justice Licence [if relevant]. 
 
3. Petitioners should obtain and enclose a plan of the Churchyard or Cemetery showing the Church 

building (if appropriate) any residential dwellings within close proximity, and the situation of the grave or 

area set aside for cremated remains from which the removal is to take place. 
 

4. The Undertakers must give an undertaking to carry out the exhumation and re-interment in a reverent 

manner and to comply with any instructions which may be given by the Chief Environmental Health 

Officer. 

 

5. The Faculty, if granted, will be subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. That the removal be effected with due care and attention to decency, early in the morning and the 

grave screened from the view of the public. 

 

2. A suitable disinfectant solution should be freely sprinkled over the coffin, the soil and, if found to be 

necessary, elsewhere. 
 

3. That the remains and any article apparently buried with the deceased, when removed, shall be 

placed in a fresh shell. 
 
4. That the remains be re-interred forthwith in the new grave and in any intervening period, they shall 

be kept safely, privately and decently. 

 

5. That due notification of the time of the proposed exhumation be given to the Chief Environmental 
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Health Officer and any instructions given by him or his representative, either before or at the time 

of such exhumation, must be carefully carried out in addition to 1, 2, 3 and 4 above. 

   
[NOTE: Only 5.1 and 5.4 above will apply for ashes]. 
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CASE STUDY EXAMPLE 

PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES SET OUT IN 
 

RE: BLAGDON CEMETERY [2002] FAM 299 
 
 
 

1. Once a body or ashes have been interred in consecrated ground, whether in a Churchyard 

or in a consecrated section of a municipal cemetery, there is a presumption that there should 

be no disturbance of the remains save in exceptional circumstances. 

 

2. Where a mistake has been made in effecting the burial, for example a burial in the wrong grave, 

the Court is likely to find that a good reason exists, especially when the Petition is presented 

promptly after the discovery of the facts. 

 

3. In other cases it will not normally be sufficient to show a change of mind on the part of the 

relatives of the deceased, or that the spouse or another close relative of the deceased has 

subsequently been buried elsewhere. Remains are not to be regarded as portable and some 

other circumstance must usually be shown. 

 

4. Any personal medical reasons relied on by an applicant would have to be very powerful indeed to justify an exception 

being made to the norm of permanence. For example, serious psychiatric or psychological problems where medical 

evidence demonstrates a link between that medical condition and the question of location of the grave of a person to 

whom the applicant had a special attachment. 

 

5. The passage of time, especially when this runs into a number of years, may make it less likely 
that a 

Faculty will be granted. 
 

6. No distinction is to be drawn between a body and cremated remains, except insofar as the 

processes of decay may affect a coffin more than a casket containing ashes and may also 

affect the sensibilities of a congregation or neighbours. 

 

7. It is immaterial whether or not a Ministry of Justice Licence has already been obtained. 
 

8. The burden of proof in a petition for exhumation is on the applicant and there must be clear and 
convincing 

evidence to justify an exception from the norm. 
 
 
 
Source: Ecclesiastical Law Society. 
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            EXHUMATION - SCOTLAND 

 

Exhumations happen very rarely in Scotland. They cannot go ahead without having the necessary legal 

authorisation.  However, there is no specific legislation or precise guidance for exhumation in Scotland.  

 

The current process to exhume human remains, in Scotland, is cumbersome as well as costly and time 

consuming for all concerned. The current procedure operated by Councils, and most other authorities in 

Scotland, for the exhumation of human remains is as follows: 

 

• Next of kin will ask the cemetery administrator if it is feasible for the exhumation to be carried out 

• Cemetery administrator will obtain all the relevant details from the next of kin and advise if it feasible 

for the exhumation to be carried out 

• Next of kin will have to contact their solicitor to petition the Sheriff to grant a licence to exhume 

• Solicitor then contacts the cemetery administrator to confirm that Deceased is buried in the cemetery 

• Cemetery administrator will confirm the section, lair number and the owner of the exclusive rights of 

burial for that lair 

• Cemetery administrator will confirm if the body was the last burial in the lair. If the exhumation does 

not relate to the last interment then additional exhumation licences will be required to legally disinter 

those buried above the deceased to whom the initial enquiry refers 

• Solicitor will ask the cemetery administrator for a Feasibility Certificate. The Feasibility Certificate 

contains information regarding the lair number, the lair owner and who is interred in the grave 

• Solicitor will petition the Sheriff for a licence to exhume the body and stating where the body is to be re-

interred (Authority for exhumation is granted by the Sheriff Principal at the Sheriff Court after a Petition 

has been submitted by a solicitor on behalf of the family) Included with the Petition must be the reason(s) 

for requesting exhumation along with a Letter of Feasibility from the superintendent of the cemetery where 

the body is lying. If the exhumation is from consecrated ground, permission in the form of a ‘Faculty of the 

Ordinary’ must be obtained from the Ecclesiastical Authority or Bishop of the Diocese in which the remains 

are interred and this document lodged with the Petition).  

• Sheriff will then issue a Warrant to Disinter/Re-inter. The cemetery administrator will now be required 

to report back to the Sheriff Quam Primum following the exhumation and re-interment 
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FORMS 

Authority of Sheriff Principal at the Sheriff Court 

 

EXHUMATION – NORTHERN IRELAND 

The system in use in Northern Ireland for the exhumation of cremated remains does not  require the 

authority of the courts or the Northern Ireland Office. Details of the scheme  operated by Belfast City Council 

are as follows. 

All requests for an exhumation of cremated remains from a Memorial must be received in writing from the owner 

or if deceased, from the next of kin. This letter is sent to the  Cemeteries/Crematorium Administration Office, 

City Hall. The letter must contain the name of the deceased to be exhumed, the date of death and cremation, the 

date the cremated remains where  laid to rest at the memorial and the reason why the remains are to be 

exhumed. 

This application is then approved or denied by the Head of Service. 

The applicant is contacted and informed that although approval has been given, the exhumation may not be 

possible because the casket/urn has broken up and it is undignified to carry out a full exhumation of the cremated 

remains. 

Burial Grounds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1992 Part III - Ancillary Provisions 

Exhumation 

 Subject to section 11(4) of the Coroners Act (Northern Ireland) 1959, a person shall not cause or permit 

a body or the remains of a body, other than cremated remains, to be removed from one place of burial to 

another or to be exhumed unless that person -  

(a) First obtains the written consent of the Department; and 
 

(b) Carries out the removal or exhumation in accordance with Part III of Schedule 1. 
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USEFUL LINKS AND RESOURCES 

Protecting the Dead: Exhumation and the Ministry of Justice. - Steven Gallagher - University of 

Wolverhampton. 

Anglican.........   

England by Diocese http://anglicansonline.org/uk-europe/england/dioceses/index.html   

The United Diocese of 

Aberdeen & Orkney 
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/index.php/dioceses/diocese/aberdeen_and_orkney/  

The Church in Wales -  http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/structure/dioceses/ 

    

Catholic.........   

Roman Catholic 

diosceses of Great 

Britain 

http://www.r-c.org.uk/  

 
  

 

 



     

 

 
Unit 9 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 

 The learner can: 

4.9.1  Identify the reasons why requests for exhumation are made. 

 

4.9.2a  Identify all current individuals/organisations who can request an exhumation. 

4.9.2b  Identify the external authorities that are able to authorise an exhumation. 

4.9.2c  For each authority identified in 4.9.1b explain the circumstances of the authorisation. 

4.9.3a Describe the exhumation procedure when a licence or faculty is required. 

 

4.9.3b Describe the issues to consider prior to exhumation.  

4.9.3c  Identify the risk assessments to be carried out for exhumation. 

 

4.9.3d Explain the impact of each risk assessment identified in 4.9.3c. 

4.9.3e  Identify documentation required for exhumation. 

 

4.9.3f Explain the purpose of the documentation identified in 4.9.3e 

4.9.4  Explain the procedure for multiple exhumation. 

 

4.9.5  Identify the documentation required for the re-disposal of human remains. 

 

 


