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MODULE 4 

 

SPECIALIST FUNERAL 

SERVICES 

 

UNIT 

6 

    

 REPATRIATION OF THE DECEASED 

(CROSS BORDER TRANSPORTATION) 

 

Purpose and Aim 

of the Unit: 

The purpose of the unit is to develop learners' understanding of repatriation 

with regard to the transportation of the deceased to or from the UK.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Unit has 8 learning outcomes. 

 

1 Know the required actions to take when repatriating the deceased into the 

UK. 

 

2 Know the process for registration of a death occurring outside of the UK. 

 

3 Know the documentation required for the repatriation of the deceased from 

outside of the UK. 

 

4 Know what documentation is required to effect a disposal of the deceased 

who died outside of the UK. 

 

5 Know which funeral director services could be affected when repatriating the 

deceased into the UK. 

 

6 Know the actions to take for the repatriation of the deceased from the UK. 

 

7 Know the documentation required for the repatriation of the deceased from 

the UK. 

 

8 Know the factors relating to the use of caskets /coffins when repatriating the 

deceased. 
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Learning 

Outcomes  

1 and 5 

Know the required actions to take when repatriating the deceased 

 into the UK. 

 

Know which funeral director services could be affected when repatriating the 

deceased into the UK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction 
 

Government offices are able to provide 

current updates on the changing rules 

and regulations in many countries 

worldwide require when repatriating a 

foreign national back to their homeland. 

 

 

Specialist companies in the funeral 

service have extensive experience in 

arranging repatriations worldwide and in 

the main are conveniently situated close 

to the vast majority of foreign consulates 

and Embassies in London. 

 

Arranging a repatriation service involves a number of activities, generally offered by specialist 

companies:- 

� Transfer of the deceased to premises from locations worldwide 

� Preparation for the journey home (either back to the UK or to the deceased native land) 

� Viewing in a private chapel of rest 

� Chapels for small memorial service 

� Collection of luggage and personal effects 

� A coffin or casket suitable for international transportation  

� Faith rituals for all religious denominations 

� Liaison with all parties involved 
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� Complete document service 

� Translation of documents 

� Foreign Office, Embassy and Consular visits  

� Flight for deceased, clearances and transfer to airport 

� Arrangements for Indirect flights  

� Concierge service for mourners 

� Flowers 

� Book of condolence, obituary notices 

� DNA service available 

� Memorial Services 

 

Problems associated with Repatriation 

 

1. Collection of documentation in a reasonable time-scale often under pressure from family 

members. 

2. Availability of cargo space on international flights. 

3. It is sometimes not possible to arrange direct transit, e.g. where cargo holds on connecting 

flights are not large enough to accommodate a coffin.  It is normally up to the receiving 

funeral directors to make necessary transit arrangements. 

4. Document requirements seem to vary according to whom one speaks in the 

Embassy/Consulate.  The safest measure is to obtain everything. 

5. Occasionally the system seems to be by-passed, usually by funeral directors employed 

directly by the foreign embassies and consulates. 

6. Many smaller funeral directing businesses find it easier to direct their repatriation work to 

specialist repatriation companies. 

7. Occasionally funeral directors meet transit problems usually caused by a lack of appreciation 

of the urgency of the situation by airline staff or cargo handling agents.  Sometimes a coffin 

may reach its destination but the paperwork does not.  This causes problems with customs 

clearance.  For this reason we normally copy all documentation and fax them to the receiving 

funeral director.  It is important to emphasise to clients to make no funeral arrangements 

until the coffin and documents have reached their destination.  Delays can be caused by such 

things as flight delays and cancellations, weather conditions and strikes. 
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8. As well as the physical aspects of repatriation, Funeral Directors are dealing with feelings and 

emotions of family members.  The best repatriation experts keep in constant touch 

instructing clients throughout, including advice on a realistic time-scale avoiding making any 

unreasonable promises. 

 
Issues for Scotland 

 

If a country has no representation in Scotland, it will be necessary to route the coffin through 

another city, usually London, if consular sealing is required. 

 

Please refer to Page 16 for additional information relating to the procedures for Scotland. 
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Repatriation of Deceased Persons from Abroad 
 

In these days of relatively cheap and easy travel more and more people go abroad for their 

holidays, others retire to warmer climes’ whilst others, due to our closer ties with Europe and 

expanding international trade, work abroad. This inevitably leads to more people dying abroad 

either naturally or from accidental or violent causes. In consequence the Funeral Director will 

most likely be requested to arrange funerals for these persons in his/her country. 

 

Usually, holiday-makers will have travel insurance which often covers repatriation. Those 

working abroad will be insured by their employers, whilst others will have no cover at all. 

 

In the case where insurance exists the Funeral Director will be informed by the repatriating 

company either that the coffined body will be available for collection at a specified airport at a 

particular time or that it will be delivered directly to the funeral home which is covered under 

the terms of the travel insurance. 

 

Where no insurance cover exists the Funeral Director can either use one of the specialist 

companies dealing with repatriation or carry out the arrangements himself/herself. Before 

undertaking repatriation, the Funeral Director should ascertain whether the client has the means 

to pay. An option that may be available in such circumstances is for the deceased to be cremated 

in the country of death (where cremation is allowed) and the cremated remains returned to this 

country. NB This means there will be no inquest within the UK 

 

On receipt of the first call, the Coroner for the area where the deceased will be lying or where 

the burial or cremation is to take place must be informed that a body from abroad will be lying 

within their jurisdiction. Upon being told of the arrival of the deceased by air for collection by 

the given to all air Consignments. The UK Funeral Director will need a full set of the documents from 

the overseas Funeral Director in addition to the originals accompanying the deceased, the 

funeral director should have a vehicle large enough  to take the zinc lined coffin and remains. 

The Funeral Director should also be prepared to pay Customs Clearance and Airline Handling 

Charges. 

 

NB. The Coroner has responsibility to ensure that the imported remains of any deceased 

person be positively identified.  
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Upon receipt of the body and accompanying documents, a check should be made to see if the 

documents are translated into English, if not, in many instances (but not all) they will have to be 

translated by an acknowledged translation service of the country involved or a School of 

Languages may help.  
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Learning 

Outcome 2 

Know the process for registration of a death occurring outside of the UK. 

 

 
 
REGISTRATION OF DEATHS OCCURRING 
ABROAD: 
 

A Register of deaths of British subjects is kept at many British Consulates and 

High Commissions abroad. Consular Registration is not compulsory but the 

advantages of such registration are that a British form of death certificate is then 

available, and a record of the death is afterwards kept at the Nationality and Treaty 

office in the United Kingdom. 

 

WHERE A DEATH TOOK PLACE OVERSEAS, THAT DEATH CANNOT BE REGISTERED IN 

THE UK.  

If Registration is required, an application form should be obtained, completed and returned to the: 

Consular Death Registrations 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Rm. K4.9 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 
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Learning 

Outcome 3 

Know the documentation required for the repatriation of the deceased from  

outside of the UK. 

 

 

Before the application is processed, the Registration Officer must be satisfied as to 

the national status of the person whose death is to be registered. Documentary 

evidence of this must therefore be provided and should accompany the application. 

The Registration Officer will need to see: 

 

(i) The civil death certificate issued by the local authorities 

 

Deaths that occurs abroad, the cost of an English death certificate is now £160.00 and 

may take 3 – 6 months to receive via embassy where death occurred. 

Evidence of the deceased’s claim to British Nationality, e.g. full birth certificate or full British 

certificate of naturalisation or of registration as a British national. These documents must be the 

originals - photocopies are not acceptable.To ensure their safe return applicants should consider 

enclosing a suitable prepaid “Recorded Delivery” envelope. 

 

The current fees for Consular registration of a death is £105.00 and each certified copy of entry 

document is £65.00 i.e. to register the death and obtain one registration document will cost 

£170.00. Additional copies of the entry can be obtained a cost of £65.00 each. Payment is only 

accepted via bank draft or postal order made payable to “The FCO”. 

 
The Funeral Director may care to act as the applicant on behalf of the client, in which case 

the Consular Certificate(s) will be sent direct to them.  
 
As registration is carried out by a British Consulate overseas it normally takes at least a month 

from receipt of a properly documented application before the consular death certificate is 

available. 
 
NB. Applicants wishing to produce original documents in person may do so, however, the 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office should be contacted to arrange an appointment in advance. 

NB this can only be done by post. 

 

Register the death according to the local regulations in the country and get a local death certificate.  

Arrangements for Scotland and Northern Ireland: 

The death must be registered with the British Consul, so that a record of the death can be sent to  
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The General Register Office for Scotland  

New Register House  

3 West Register Street  

Edinburgh EH1 3YT  

Telephone: (0131) 334 0380.  

www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 

If the deceased was from Northern Ireland, the death must be registered with the British Consul, so 

that a record of the death can be sent to  

General Register Office  

Oxford House  

49 Chichester Street  

Belfast BT1 4HL  

Telephone: (028) 9027 0274  

Fax: (028) 9027 0520  

E-mail: registar@belfastcity.gov.uk  

 

Website: www.belfastcity.gov.uk 
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Learning Outcome 4 Know what documentation is required to effect a disposal of the 

deceased who died outside of the UK. 

 

 

The documents should then be sent to the Coroner for the area in which the body is laying, or in which the 

disposal is to take place. 

 

If the death was sudden, unexpected, accidental, and violent or where there is no clear medical cause of 

death the Coroner will take jurisdiction and an inquest may be necessary. 

 

For England and Wales, and Northern Ireland - (Form Cremation 6) will be issued. 

 

In cases where a number of bodies are being brought into England and Wales following, for example, an 

air disaster, it is likely that the Coroner at the port of entry will initiate the necessary enquiries; in any 

event the relevant coroners will confer to arrange a central venue for the inquest. 

 

It should be noted that all Coroners, once they have been advised of the death, will issue Form Cremation 6 

for cremation if a death is due to natural causes and they are satisfied with the certificates which have been 

issued in the country of death. The Coroner would not issue Form 101 if the death was from natural 

causes. It would be necessary to seek a Registrar’s Certificate of No Liability to Register. 

 

In a situation where a Coroner does not think it necessary to order a post-mortem and/or hold an inquest, 

attendance at the Registrar for the sub-district where the burial is to take place is required to obtain a 

Certificate of No Liability to Register but only after the Coroner has issued a letter to that Registrar stating 

that: 

 

“I write to confirm that, so far as I am concerned, the body of the above named may be disposed of and 

you may issue a Certificate of No Liability to Register.” The Certificate of No Liability to Register must be 

handed to the cemetery or burial authority prior to the burial. 

 

NB. A Certificate of No Liability to Register is not required when the Coroner has completed any of the 

sections of Cremation 6. 
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DEATHS IN SCOTLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND, THE ISLE OF MAN AND THE CHANNEL ISLES 

 

In respect of deaths in Scotland, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, there is provision 

for the Medical Referee to accept certificates substantially to the effect as Forms ‘B’, ‘C’, D’ or ‘E , if these 

have been given in accordance with the law in those parts of the United Kingdom. 

 

If burial is requested, the grave should not be prepared until the dimensions and shape of the coffin have 

been determined. NB Some cemeteries may require the zinc lining be removed 

 

Where cremation is requested, the coffin must not be zinc lined and must be of a size suitable to enter the 

cremator. The majority of coffins and caskets from overseas are finished with a lacquer and therefore it may 

be necessary to re-coffin the remains, in a coffin or casket acceptable to the Environmental Protection Act. 

 

REPATRIATION OF DECEASED PERSONS FROM THE UK. 

Due to the cosmopolitan nature of the population in England and Wales today, there is naturally a wish for 

some immigrants to be returned to their native land on their death, in addition there are occasions when 

deceased tourists need to be repatriated. 

 

Learning 

Outcomes  

6 and 7 

Know the actions to take for the repatriation of the deceased from the 

UK. 

 

Know the documentation required for the repatriation of the deceased 

from the UK. 

 

 

Action to be taken: 

 

The Coroner for the area in which the deceased lies must be notified of the intention to remove the body 

out of England and Wales, as the following requirements are laid down by Section 4 of the Births and 

Deaths Registration Act 1926 and the Removal of Bodies Regulations 1954, as amended in 1971: 

 

“The body of a deceased person must not be removed from any place in England or Wales to any place 

out of England and Wales until notice has been given to the Coroner within whose jurisdiction the 
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body is lying and the prescribed period has elapsed after the giving of that notice. Any person 

contravening these requirements is liable to prosecution.” 

 

The notice to the Coroner must be given on a ‘Form of notice to a Coroner of intention to remove a 

body out of England or Wales’ (Removal Notice Form 104). The prescribed period which must elapse 

after the receipt of the notice by the Coroner is four clear days, except that, if the Coroner states in their 

acknowledgement of the receipt of the notice that they are satisfied there is no necessity for them to 

make further enquiries concerning the death, the body may be removed at any time after the 

acknowledgement has been received by the person to whom it is addressed. 

 

In any case of urgency, therefore, where the parties would prefer not to wait the full period of four clear 

days, they may be enabled to remove the body earlier if, by personal attendance upon the Coroner 

or otherwise and by furnishing them with all the information which they may require, they are able to 

satisfy the Coroner forthwith that there is no necessity for them to make further enquiries concerning 

the death.” 

 

In a case where the Coroner has not previously been informed the notice (104) must be accompanied by 

a copy of the registrars Certified Copy of an Entry of Death as the Certificate for Burial or Cremation will 

not be issued by the registrar once notified of the wish to remove the body out of England or Wales. 

The Coroner acknowledges receipt of Form 104 by issuing Form 103 ‘Form of acknowledgement by 

Coroner.’ NB. Where a death occurs in one Coroner’s jurisdiction and the body is lying at the Funeral 

Director’s premises in another Coroner’s jurisdiction the following would apply: 

 

1. When a death has occurred and the attending Doctor cannot issue a Certificate of the Cause of 

Death, the case would be referred to the Coroner in whose district the death has occurred and, provided 

at that stage it is realised that the final disposal is to take place out of England and Wales, then the 

Coroner in that district should issue Form 103. 

 

2. When a death has occurred and is reported to the Coroner but it is not known at that stage that 

the funeral is to take place out of England and Wales, either a Cremation 6 would be issued by the 

Coroner or a ‘Certificate for Burial’ would be issued by the Registrar; once the decision is made to 

move the body out of England and Wales these Certificates would be returned to the relevant 

Coroner or Registrar and the Coroner in whose district the body 
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3. is then lying should be approached for an ‘Out of England’ certificate. 

 

4. In the situation where the death is registered without the involvement of the Coroner, 

the ‘Out of England’ Certificate should be requested from the Coroner in whose 

district the body is lying at the time the application is made. 

 

At the same time as notifying the Coroner the Funeral Director must contact the Consulate 

of the country concerned regarding:- 

• Documentation 

• Whether permission is required from the Burial Authority involved 

• Coffining of remains (including attendance at the Consulate and application of seals). 
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Likely requirements as to documentation are: 
 
 
 

(a) A BODY NOT EXHUMED: 
 

• Acknowledgement from 

Coroner – Form 103 
 

• ‘Certified Copy of an Entry’ from the Registrar or Coroner’s 

Interim Death Certificate 
 

• Permission from the Consulate and/or 

Country for disposal 
 

• Freedom from Infection Certificate showing cause of death, and a declaration 

from the Doctor stating that “as far as the sanitary regulations are concerned, 

there is nothing to prevent the body being exported.” 
 

• Certificate of embalming 
 

• Funeral Director’s declaration as to the contents of the coffin, stating the 

cause of death, flight details, consignee and the documents accompanying 

the declaration. 
 

• Passport of deceased and a ‘Laissez-Passer’ (Mortuary Passport) if the 

deceased is being taken by road.  

 

If not required a photocopy of the front page of the passport, showing the photograph and details 

of the deceased, may be useful. 
 

• Route details - destination; flight number; Air Waybill Number; date and time 

of departure and arrival at destination. 
 

NB. Some Consulates will need all the requirements listed above, some may need additional 

documentation whilst others may require next to nothing. 
 
 

(b) EXHUMED BODIES: 
 

In addition to the possible requirements in. (a) above, the following may be 

required: 
 

• Copy of Home Office Licence (DCA) for Exhumation 

• Letter of acceptance in principle from carrier 

• Letter of acceptance from Consulate of receiving country 

• Letter of acceptance from recipient Cemetery abroad 
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CREMATED REMAINS: 
 
The normal requirements are: 

 

• Certificate of cremation 

• ‘Certified copy of an Entry’ from Registrar 

• Funeral Director’s declaration as to contents 

 

NB. As some countries treat cremated remains in exactly the same way as a body, the Consulate of 

the receiving country should be advised in order to find out if they have any special 

requirements. 

 

Once the Coroner and Consulate have been contacted the Funeral Director must decide on the 

method of conveyance to be used. International Funeral Directors some of whom are supplier 

members and members of the National Association of Funeral Directors, are conversant with all 

the requirements, are regularly in contact with the various Consulates and are able to assist in 

documentation. 
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 REPATRIATION OF THE DECEASED FROM SCOTLAND 

REPATRIATION OF THE DECEASED FROM SCOTLAND 

 

Repatriation to England and  Wales, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Channel Islands 

a) Procurator Fiscal Cases 

The following documents are required: 

1. Furth of Scotland Certificate – issued by Procurator Fiscal 

2. Certificate of Registration of Death (Form 14) issued by Registrar 

3. It is also advisable to obtain a copy of the Certified Extract of the Entry in the Register, known 

commonly as the Death Certificate. 

4. Procurator Fiscal’s E1 Form where cremation is the preferred disposal option. 

5. Application for Burial or Cremation (appropriate to the country where the cremation is to take 

place. Form 1 for Crematoria in E&W and Form A in Northern Ireland, etc.) 

6. Evidence of entitlement to burial, e.g. Grave Deed 

 

These documents are presented to the Registrar in the area where burial or cremation is to take 

place who in turn issues a “Certificate of No Liability to Register a Death in England & Wales” to 

enable the funeral to take place.   

b. Cases where there is no Procurator Fiscal interest 

Documents required are as follows: 

1. Certificate of Registration of Death (Form 14) 

2. It is advisable to obtain a copy of the death certificate. 

3. Application for Cremation (Form A) or Burial  (appropriate to the country where the cremation 

is to take place. Form 1 for Crematoria in E&W and Form A in Northern Ireland, etc.) 

4. Evidence of entitlement to burial, e.g. Grave Deed 

It is necessary to obtain a Certificate of No Liability to Register a Death in England & Wales 

Repatriation Overseas from Scotland. 

Every country has its own regulations and it is always worth checking with the Embassy or Consulate 

first.  The following documents are commonly required: 
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1.   Copy of the Death Certificate                                    Registrar 

2.   Certificate of Registration of Death, Form 14           Registrar 

3.   Embalming Certificate                                               Funeral Director 

4.   Free from Infectious Diseases Certificate                  Attending Doctors 

5.   Furth of Scotland Certificate for Fiscal cases             Procurator Fiscal 

6.   Declaration as to Coffin Contents                              Funeral Director 

7.   Air Waybill Documents, Flight Detail Summary         Cargo Handling Agents 

8.   Customs Clearance                                                     H M Custom 

The following documents may be required in addition: 

1. Faxed confirmation from receiving funeral directors 

2. Environmental Health Officer’s declaration that the coffin is zinc lined and has been 

hermetically sealed and will not create a public health nuisance during transit and 

arrival. 

3. A declaration from the Local Environmental Health Department that there is no 

epidemic of infectious disease in the area of death. 

4. The deceased’s passport or authenticated copy or laissez-passer document. 

5. Consular sealing documents and receipts. 
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Learning Outcome 8 Know the factors relating to the use of caskets /coffins when repatriating the 

deceased. 

 

 

When Repatriations are arranged out of the UK items can be placed in coffin/caskets are restricted to the 

deceased, clothing and packaging. 

Due to the distance involved the majority of deceased persons are repatriated by air. The airline chosen 

will need to be contacted to ascertain their particular requirements as to: 

 

Coffin &Packing:   Normally hermetically-sealed zinc lining and whether the coffin should be crated or 

wrapped in hessian. Some carriers now insist on bubble wrapping and/or cardboard packing of the 

coffin/casket. 

 

Embalming: the importance of embalming all cases must be stressed. Although not universally requested, 

the extra time required to complete all the arrangements necessary, and to avoid unpleasant conditions 

during transit and arrival at destination is the responsibility of the Funeral Director. 

 

Size/Weight: the packed coffin/casket size/weight must be checked to ensure that it is acceptable, 

particularly if there is to be onward transmission by a smaller aircraft later in the journey. The 

approximate weight of the consignment may be needed when making your initial booking. 

 

Documents: the original documents will be handed to the airline to accompany the coffin in the flight 

manifest. The Funeral Director will retain a copy of all documentation forwarded and a second set of copies 

should be firmly fixed to the outside of the packed coffin/casket to ensure that, in the event of the 

originals being mislaid, the identity and destination will still be known.  

 

NB: Original documents must be safeguarded at all times and are attached under the hessian and only 

copies are handed over and attached to the outside of the coffin/casket   

 

Payment will need to be made on arrival at the airport. It is advisable for the Funeral Director to contact 

the handling agent prior to the flight to discuss payments and method of payment. 

 

AIR CARGO SECURITY MEASURES 
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From 2006 additional security measures were introduced by the Department of Transport in that human 

remains were no longer exempt from security screening and were classified as “unknown cargo” and 

therefore subject to normal screening including X-ray. 

 

The Freedom from Infection Certificate (FFI) is normally a statement made on headed notepaper, by the 

issuing doctor or Coroner confirming that the deceased is free from any infectious diseases. 

 

This will accompany the following forms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEATHS AT SEA 

 

Immediate disposal at sea 

 

The Master of any ship has the full authority to decide whether, for health reasons, a body should be 

immediately disposed of at sea or whether he/she should keep the body for disposal according to the wishes 

of the relatives or executors of the deceased. However, the usual practice is to bring the deceased back to 

the nearest port. 

 

Captains do complete an entry in ships log and for British vessel’s, death is registered in Cardiff and for 

Cruise Liners, and it is dependent on the Nationality of the vessel. Coroners may carry out post mortems but 

may not issue any documentation depending on nationality of vessel. 

 

Registration procedure 

 

In cases of death at sea in British-registered ships, the Master of the ship must record all the facts and 

particulars of the nature of the death and must deliver them to the Registrar General of Shipping and 

Seamen on arrival at any port in the UK or at any port outside the UK as directed by the Department of Trade 

and Industry. For deaths on foreign ships, the Superintendent of the port where the crew of the ship is 

discharged is required to make enquiries into the cause of the death and record in the official log whether 

the cause of death as recorded in the Ship’s Log is considered to be true or otherwise. 

 

In all cases of deaths at sea, where the body is brought into a British port the death is reported to the 
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Coroner in whose jurisdiction the port is located. He/she may decide to hold an enquiry in which case the 

body cannot be moved without the Coroner’s authority. 

 

The actual registration of the death is the prerogative of the Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen 

at Cardiff, South Glamorgan, to whom all reports are sent. Copies of the entry in the Register may be 

obtained from this office for probate or insurance purposes. 

 

For persons who die at sea and are brought back to England or Wales for disposal, the same procedure with 

the Registrar/Coroner is required as for deaths abroad. Before issuing a ‘Certificate of No Liability to 

Register’ the Registrar for the sub-district where disposal is to take place will require some evidence as to the 

circumstances of the death.  

 

This can be obtained by applying for a copy of the entry in the Ship’s Log from the shipping company 

owning the ship or from the Superintendent of the port of entry. 

NB A death certificate may be available from the country where the vessel is registered 

 

 

DEATHS IN THE AIR 

 

When a death occurs aboard an aircraft, the principle is that the appropriate registration authority in 

the country of registration of the aircraft is notified as well as the police authorities at the next landing stop. 

This is usually initiated by the aircraft commander contacting the authorities at the next stop and entering 

the details on the General Declaration that is handed over to the Duty Officer on arrival. It is then up to 

this official to ensure that the appropriate national and commercial authorities are informed. Subsequent 

action concerning the disposal of the body is then according to local arrangements. 

 

As far as Funeral Directors in the UK are concerned, on receiving notification of such a death, the normal 

procedure for repatriation is followed according to the law of the country where the body is removed from 

the aircraft, UK regulations applying regarding its subsequent disposal in the UK. 

 

  

 SAMPLES OF DOCUMENTATION  
 

(i) Form of Application for the Consular Registration of a Death 
 

(ii) Copy of certificate of Consular Registration of a Death 
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(iii) Registrar’s Certificate of No Liability to Register 
 

(iv) Form of notice to a Coroner of intention to remove a body out of England (Removal 

Notice - Form 104) 
 

(v) Form of Acknowledgement by Coroner (Form 103) 
 
        (vi)   Funeral Director’s declaration as to contents 
 

        (vii)  Area Department of Environmental Health (DEOH) Certificate 
 

(vii) Embalming Certificate 
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Form BMD 002/0012 

APPLICATION TO REGISTER AN OVERSEAS DEATH 

 

 Please print using a black or blue pen referring to information on our website: www.fco.gov.uk/bmd 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON WHOSE DEATH IS TO BE REGISTERED 

 

Title  Forenames  

Surname  Maiden Name  

 

Date of Birth  

Place of Birth  

Date of 

Death 

 

Place of 

Death 

 

Sex  

 

Full address of usual residence at time of death  

 

 

 

Last Gainful Occupation 

If retired, please give last 

occupation 

 

Number of certificates 

required 

 

 

Information about the informant (the applicant) 

 

Title  Forenames  

Surname  

Postal 

Address 

 

 

Daytime and evening 

telephone numbers 

 

Email Address  

Relationship to the 

deceased 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration: 
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I declare that the particulars given are true to the best of my personal knowledge and belief. 

 

Signature 
 

Print Name  

Date  

 

 CHECKLIST Original PLUS Photocopies x 2 

a) The civil death certificate issued by the 

local authorities 

 

  

b) Evidence of the deceased’s claim to 

British Nationality: full length British 

birth certificate OR certificate of 

naturalisation or registration as a 

British National  

 

  

c) British passport (either the original 

document or a photocopy of the 

picture page signed by a UK solicitor or 

Notary Public) 

  

d) Appropriate fee made payable to “The 

FCO”  (bank draft or postal order) or 

electronic payment reference number 

 

 N/A 

e) Application form  Plus one photocopy 

f) Third party authorisation (if applicable)   

g) Recorded or special delivery envelopes 

(for return of your original documents) 

 N/A 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE AND DEPENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES IT MAY BE 

NECESSARY FOR US TO CONTACT YOU TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. INCOMPLETE OR INCORRECT 

APPLICATIONS MAY BE RETURNED USING THE POSTAGE FACILITY PROVIDED BY THE CUSTOMER 

 

If you are resident in the UK applications should be sent to: 

 

Consular Death Registrations, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Rm. K4.9, King Charles Street, London 

SW1A 2AH 

 

If you are resident overseas your application should be sent to the nearest British Embassy, High Commission 

or Consulate.  Requirements for applications may be different so please contact the nearest office before 

making an application.  
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Details of the nearest British Embassy, High Commission or Consulate can be found at: 

www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/find-an-embassy 

 

Applications sent to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office from overseas will be forwarded to the relevant 

British Embassy, High Commission or Consulate for processing.  Any electronic payments will be voided and you 

will be asked to submit the correct fee to the correct office.  We will not be responsible for any resultant delays 

or inconvenience caused by incorrectly submitted applications. 

 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS REQUIRED ONLY WHERE THE DECEASED WAS A 

MARRIED WOMAN 

 

– The reference to husband should be construed as applying also to a late or former husband 
 

Surname of husband    
 

First or forenames of husband    
 

Rank, profession or occupation of husband    
 

Husband’s place of birth    
 

Husband’s claim to citizenship of the UK and Colonies or British Nationality (if not born in UK) 

 
 
 

DETAILS OF APPLICANT; 
 
Name (Block letters) Relationship (if any)    
 

Address 
 

 
 

Signature Date    
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Funeral Director’S DECLARATION AS TO CONTENTS TO WHOM IT MAY 

CONCERN; 

We hereby certify that the remains of the late    
 

 

who died at on    
 

 

aged years, have been fully embalmed, dressed, enclosed in a hermetically sealed, zinc 

 
lined coffin of wood which has been wrapped and sewn in hessian. 
 
 
We further declare that nothing except the remains, clothing and lining are contained within the cof- 

 
fin and that the regulations of the authorities have been 
 
 
complied with and that the remains can be transported from    
 

 

to without prejudice to public health. 
 
 
The cause of death is as certified    
 

 

The following documents are attached: 
 
 

• Coroner’s Out of England Form 103 
 
 

• Registrar’s Certified Copy of an Entry’ 
 
 

• Free from Infection Certificate 
 
 

• Embalming Certificate 
 
 

• DOEH Certificate 
 
 

• Authority from Consul/High Commission 
 
 
The remains are due to be transported from    
 

 

to on    
 

 

on flight no under A.W.B. no.    
 

 

Consigned to    
 

 

Signed    
 

 

for and on behalf of    

(Name of firm) 

 
Date    
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Example of a Freedom from Infection Certificate: 
 
 

HEADED NOTE PAPER OF ISSUING AUTHORITY TO WHOM IT 

MAY CONCERN; 

I, being the Medical Officer for Environmental 
Health 

 
for the  area do declare of this date

1. That there are NO infectious diseases of epidemic proportions in the    

 

  area 

 
2. That the Medical Cause of Death as stated on the Certificate of Death relating to     

 

  is not of an 

infectious nature, being Signed  Date    

Qualifications    
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sample of Embalming Certificate 

 

FIRM’S HEADING  

This is to certify:    

 
That the remains of    

 
aged who died on at    

 
have been embalmed by the undersigned and are in a sanitary condition for the purpose of 

transportation. 

Signature Name in block capitals    

 
Qualifications    

 
Date    
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General Information 

At times there are a number of scams which have and are taking place with regard to 

repatriation. They come as emails from someone purporting to have a deceased 

relative abroad and they ask for details of costs to repatriate, some even ask for bank 

details and even send a copy of a ‘death certificate’.  

 

Be very careful to check out the details carefully – if a certificate is received forward it to the 

relevant embassy for verification and never give company bank details out. 
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Module 4 

Unit 6 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 

 The learner can: 

   4.6.1a Describe the required actions to take when repatriating the deceased into the UK from: 

a) Scotland, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man and the Channel Islands; 

4.6.1b b) other countries. 

4.6.2a Describe the process for the registration of a death occurring: 

a) overseas; 

4.6.2b b) at sea; 

4.6.2c c) in the air. 

4.6.3 Identify the documentation required when repatriating the deceased into the UK. 

4.6.4a  Identify the documents required to effect a disposal of the deceased who died outside 

of the UK for the following: 

a) cremation; 

4.6.4b b) for burial. 

4.6.5a Identify which funeral director services may not be required when  repatriating the 

deceased into the UK. 

4.6.5b  Identify which additional funeral director services may be required. 

4.6.5c Outline the financial implications of the circumstances identified in 4.6.5a and 4.6.5b 

4.6.6a Describe the actions to take when repatriating the deceased from the UK dependant 

upon the following: 

a) a body not exhumed; 

4.6.6b b) an exhumed body; 

 

4.6.6c c)  cremated remains. 

4.6.7a Identify the documentation required for: 

a) a body not exhumed; 

4.6.7b b) an exhumed body; 

4.6.7c c) cremated remains. 

4.6.8a Outline the factors relating to the use of caskets /coffins when repatriating the 

deceased: 

a) into the UK; 

4.6.8b b) out of the UK. 

 


