England, Wales and Northern Ireland

Anatomical donations are governed by the Human Tissue Act 2004, under this Act, written and witnessed consent for anatomical examination must be given prior to death. 

Consent cannot be given by anyone else after your death. 

A consent form is obtained from the nearest medical school and a copy is normally retained with a Will.

The contact details for all UK Medical Schools are on the Human Tissue Authority (HTA) website.

Human Tissue Authority website www.hta.gov.uk
Scotland

Anatomical donations are governed by the Human Tissue (Scotland) Act 2006, under this Act, written and witnessed consent for anatomical examination must be given prior to death.

Consent cannot be given by anyone else after the deceased death.  

A consent form can be obtained from the nearest medical school and a copy should be kept with the deceased Will.

The contact details for all UK Medical Schools are on the Human Tissue Authority (HTA) website.
Northern Ireland

Anatomical donations are governed by the Anatomy Act 1832 (the Medical Council is the licensing authority under the Medical Practitioners Act 2007). Under this Act, written and witnessed consent for anatomical examination must be given. 

A consent form can be obtained from your nearest medical school and a copy

should be kept with your Will. 

You should also inform your family, close friends and GP that you wish to donate your body.
PROCEDURE (whilst alive)

For the consent to be valid, it must be in writing

• signed by the donor in the presence of at least one witness who attest their signature, or

• signed at the direction of the donor, in his/her presence and in the presence of at least one witness who attests their signature, or

• contained in the adult donor’s will, providing the will is lawful.

The consent form should be in duplicate, one copy kept by the donor or with their personal papers or will, and the other copy returned to the medical school to be kept as part of their donation records.

It is advisable that the donor informs their relatives, executor(s) and family doctor of their intentions.

PROCEDURE (after death)

Once death has occurred the executor, next of kin or person lawfully in charge of the body, must telephone the Department that deals with donations at the appropriate medical school.

The Doctors at the school usually will then contact the doctor who has issued the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death and together they will make a decision as to whether the donation is acceptable. 

No guarantee can ever be given that a bequest will be accepted.

Among other considerations, the cause of death itself or a post mortem examination could make the body unsuitable for anatomical examination. The medical school may also decline a bequest because they have insufficient storage space or have enough bodies in their care for the purposes of anatomical examination. 

The minimum age for donation is 17 but there is no upper age limit for bequeathing. 

Although not absolute, the following is a guide to some reasons for not accepting a bequest.

1. Post mortem examination

2. Transmissible disease - for example, Hepatitis, HIV, Septicaemia

3. Dementia/Alzheimer’s

4. Jaundice

5. MS (Multiple Sclerosis) depending on the severity of the condition, cases of MS may or may not be considered suitable

6. Artificial Stoma - for example, tracheostomy, ileostomy, colostomy, gastrostomy; Bedsores or varicose ulcers.

7. Peripheral vascular disease. Severe vascular disease of the limbs and severe diabetes with evidence ofvascular disease would not be unacceptable

8. Recent operations particularly where the wound has not healed

9. Peripheral oedema

10. Amputation of a major segment of one or more limbs

11. Arthritic deformity, where there is severe deformity of joints and/or spine

12. Obesity/size where either weight or height

If a body is not suitable for anatomical examination the relatives or executors will be informed as soon as possible and they become responsible for the arranging and cost of a funeral.

Before a body is conveyed to a medical school, the attending/family doctor must complete a Certificate of Cause of death, the death must have been registered and a Registrar’s Certificate for Burial or Cremation (Form 14 in Scotland) or (G.R.O. 21 in Northern Ireland) obtained. 

If the body is eventually to be cremated, the Application for Cremation 1 may be required to be completed by the next of kin or executor(s).

PROCEDURES AFTER EXAMINATION

At the time of acceptance of the deceased for anatomical examination the executor or next of kin will need to confirm whether the body of the deceased is to be buried or cremated upon completion of the examination, which can be up to three years from the time of acceptance. 

The medical school will normally meet the cost of a simple funeral, conducted by a Minister or Priest of the faith held by the deceased, unless it has been requested that this should be omitted. 

However the legal representatives of the deceased must meet any deviation from the ‘Simple Funeral’ Many medical schools, possibly through the Funeral Director involved in the funeral, will inform the executor(s) and next of kin of the time and place of the funeral, and some even offer them the opportunity to attend.

NB. Medical schools are closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays. At these times a recorded message is normally left on an answer-phone regarding conditions of acceptance. 

During the major public holidays at Christmas, New Year and Easter when medical schools are closed and therefore unable to accept bodies, some medical schools will now advise next of kin to make arrangements for a funeral.

FORM HTA(A)1

Form of authorisation for use of a body for anatomical examination, education, and training and instructions about the final arrangements after the examinations are complete and the body is required no more by the medical school.

HTA (A) 5

This is a form that medical schools will now be required to send to the

Registrar who registered the death, confirming that the body has been

received by them and informing the Registrar of how long they are entitled to

keep the body.

FORMS HTA(A)6 and HTA(A)7

These forms provide a useful means of tracking the body of the deceased for the Designated Individual of the licensed medical school who will be responsible for those bodies during their delivery to the medical schools and crematoria.
Form HTA(A)6

 is evidence that the person collecting the body has been authorized to

do so by the receiving medical school. It is signed by the person releasing the body (mortuary technician/Funeral Director) and the person collecting the body (the Funeral Director delivering the body to the medical school). It is then torn off and left with the person who released the body as their receipt.

Form HTA(A)7
is signed by the Funeral Director delivering the body to the medical

school and the personreceiving the body at that institution. The Funeral Director keeps this form as their receipt.

In all cases the cost of cremation will be borne by the school, however, due to the cost of burial today, the option of burial is no longer available in many areas. 

If the death occurred in an area that does not offer burial as the method of disposal, the medical school will normally make no contribution towards the cost of this funeral, in which case the interment must be arranged and funded by the family of the deceased.

If cremation is chosen, the method of disposal of the cremated remains is by

scattering in the Garden of Remembrance at the Crematorium designated in the contract. Alternatively, the family can have the cremated remains returned or collected by them but any further costs involved in this will have to be met by the family or executors.

The application for cremation, Cremation 1, may be completed by either the Designated Individual or Persons(s) Designated (PD) under the terms of the licence granted to the medical school, unless the Application Form has already been completed and signed by the executor or next of kin and lodged with the medical school at the time of death.

 The Designated Individual (DI) is likely to be an anatomist or head of the department where anatomical examinations take place and is responsible for examinations and the storage of anatomical specimens under the terms of the licence granted. The DI or PD will complete a Certificate of Anatomical Examination, Cremation 7, this certificate replacing Cremation 4 & 5.

ANATOMY ACT 1984 - SCOTLAND

GUIDANCE ON PROCEDURE FOR BEQUEATHING A BODY FOR ANATOMICAL EXAMINATION, MEDICAL EDUCATION OR RESEARCH

1. When an individual decides that their body, or parts of their body, should be used for medical education or research they are advised that the legal right to dispose of their body after death will normally rest with the executor, next of kin or any other party in whose possession it may be at the time of death.

Under the Anatomy Act 1984, Medical Schools may accept a donated body for anatomical examination and may retain it for any period up to 3 years. It is, however, entirely a matter for the Medical School whether or not to accept a body. In certain circumstances bodies will not be accepted, e.g. when a post mortem examination has been performed.

2. When someone wishes to bequeath their body for medical education purposes they normally write to their nearest University Medical School to advise of their wishes. The individual concerned will arrange to leave with his / her papers a written statement of his / her wish to benefit medicine in this way

3. After death, the person in possession of the body/the executor/next of kin or doctor concerned informs the Medical School concerned. If the Medical School is in a position to accept the bequest, it will issue a form which following completion is posted to the Professor of Anatomy of the Medical School. On receipt of this form the Medical School will make all the necessary arrangements for the removal and transportation of the deceased.

The timing of any religious service to be held before the removal of the remains is discussed with the Medical School. The death certificate must be completed by the attending doctor before the body can be removed to the Anatomy Department. 

4. The Registrar’s certificate of Registration of Death is the given to the funeral director who removes the deceased.

5. The Professor of Anatomy who receives the body is responsible for its examination and its preservation. The examination may extend over a period of up to 3 years and, when it is complete, arrangements will be made for the remains to be buried or cremated, in accordance with the wishes expressed by the deceased or any surviving spouse or relative. The burial or cremation certificate signed by the cemetery officials with full information covering the date of burial or cremation, the number of the grave and the name of the

minister who performed the ceremony should be sent to Her Majesty’s Inspector of Anatomy.

6. It may be the case that certain tissues or parts of the body are of special interest for educational, medical and scientific research reasons, and medical schools therefore may ask potential donors if they would be agreeable to allowing the school to keep such tissue for a little longer after the general anatomical examination has been completed since this might be of great value in medical student education and research projects.
7. All expenses connected with the removal and burial or cremation of the body are normally borne by the Medical School. If, however, the donor resides some distance from the school concerned, the expenses involved in the removal of the body to its premises may have to be borne by the donor’s estate. It is necessary to point out that Medical Schools are able to provide only a simple funeral. If any amplification of the funeral arrangements is desired, it is expected that the executor or next of kin will meet the additional

expenditure involved.

8. At the same time as making their bequest, individuals should ensure that relatives or next of kin are aware of alternative funeral arrangements in the event that the Medical School cannot accept the bequest.

There are only two medical conditions where organ donation is ruled out completely. 

A person cannot become an organ or tissue donor if they have been diagnosed with HIV or have, or are suspected of having, CJD.
