Options for explaining embalming during the oral examinations.

Advantages and disadvantages of each to be discussed and each candidate to prepare a script that they feel comfortable with.

It is worth noting the feedback from the examiners states:  “All students observed appeared very clumsy and awkward in their responses when asked to explain what embalming involves.”
Option 1 (Sheila Dicks – Qualified embalmer)
Step 1 – introduce embalming

As I am sure you know, after death, certain natural changes take place in the body. We would like your permission to carry out embalming order to delay those changes and make sure that your mother looks as natural as possible when you come to see her in the chapel of rest. 
Step 2 – of you are asked to explain what embalming is

A specially trained member of staff will inject a preservative fluid into the bloodstream and, by the use of an external pump, this will perfuse all the tissues of the body temporarily stopping natural changes

Option 2
Embalming is a method used to slow down the effects of nature on the human body.  It would involve treating the body with a preservative chemical known as formaldehyde and this would help ensure long lasting preservation and presentation.

Option 3 (Dignity)
1. Embalming can delay the natural changes that occur after death. This will mean that the time you spend with your loved one will be easier.

2. Embalming delays natures natural processes in a way that helps to retain the dignity of the person who has died.

3. Embalming is a modern technique that takes the form of an injection of fluid and the use of special chemicals.

4. The circulatory system is used to replace the deceased's blood with an element of a special solution.

These are general phrases that can be used for anyone. Remember the amount of detail you give will depend on the recipient. A suggestion is to start with the first phrase and if the client asks for more information the arranger can move onto phrases 2,3 and 4.

Option 4 (co-op)
Introducing Embalming to a family during Arrangements

During the arrangement you will be discussing whether or not the family wish to see their loved one in the Chapel of Rest.

A suggestion for approaching this is as follows:

Arranger:
Will your family want to see your mum/gran (or whoever) in the Chapel of 



Rest?

Client:

Yes

Arranger:
In that case we would strongly recommend that we carry out an Embalming/Hygienic Treatment procedure to enable us to present your mum/gran (or whoever) to you in a peaceful manner.

Client:

What does it entail?

Arranger:
I’m not a qualified Embalmer, but simply put it is a process which removes body fluids and replaces them with a fluid which prolongs the period before natural deterioration takes place.

If the family express a wish not to have mum/gran (or whoever) ‘messed about with

anymore’ you must accept their wishes but advise them it would be best if they came to 

see her as soon as possible and that there may be a possibility that we may have to seal the 

coffin earlier than normal.

Also, if the deceased is to go home prior to the funeral, we would strongly advise 

Embalming.

Remember, it is always best to be honest yet tactful with your families.
Option 5

Explaining modern embalming to a sensitive client

The modern embalming technique is similar to a transfusion, and is carried out by a qualified technician.  It enables us to present the deceased person to the best possible advantage when they are to be seen by the relatives after death.

The procedure helps to restore a restful posture and natural skin tone, which can otherwise be difficult to achieve, creating the impression of being peacefully asleep, right up until the day of the funeral.

We feel that the treatment gives great comfort and reassurance to the family at a time when it is most needed.

Option 6 (Ron Holland)
You have entrusted your loved one into our care and we would like your permission to carry out modern embalming.  This will ensure that when you come to the chapel he/she will look at rest right up until the funeral.

What’s involved?  Only say if asked.

We inject a preservative fluid into the arterial system which preserves the body up until the time of the funeral.
