CHILTERNS CREMATORIUM

INFORMATION ON INSPECTION OF MEDICAL CERTIFICATES

The right of inspection only relates to Form Cremation 4 and Form Cremation 5

Ensure that the funeral director is aware that the application form and certificates must be brought to the office by 9.00 a.m. at the latest four working days before the funeral.  Keep checking to make sure they are delivered on time, and start reminding the funeral director if they haven’t been delivered by 9.00 a.m. on the fifth working day before the funeral.

The only exception is if the certificates are going to be inspected at the funeral directors premises, but if so the funeral director will need to ensure the procedures described below for raising doubts or concerns about the circumstances or causes of death and the various forms to be completed by the person inspecting the certificates are followed. 

The person inspecting the certificates should, having carried out the inspection, be asked to sign the completed section at the bottom of the ‘Information about our Services’ form.  They should also be handed the separate ‘Inspection of Medical Certificates’ form and the following procedure (which is described on the form) should be explained to them:-

Procedure following the inspection of the medical certificates

Having inspected the medical certificates you may have doubts or concerns about the circumstances or cause of death of the person who has died, or you may be satisfied that everything is in order.

If you have concerns you should put the details in writing to the Medical Referee.  This can be done at the time of inspecting the forms or afterwards and sent to the Crematorium office (the address at the top of this form).  To minimise delays it would be better if the letter was delivered to the Crematorium by hand (you could ask your funeral director to do this for you), or alternatively it can be posted, but it should reach the Crematorium at the latest by 9.00 a.m. on the day before the funeral service.

If you are satisfied that everything is in order you should complete the form below.  You can do this at the time of inspecting the forms or, if you want more time for consideration or to discuss the matter with relatives of the deceased, then you can take the form away and return it later.  Having considered the matter if you wish to raise concerns then the procedure in the paragraph above must be followed.  If you remain satisfied then please sign this form and return it to the Crematorium office by the day of the funeral service at the latest.
If at the time of the inspection concerns are expressed verbally these should be briefly noted by the member of staff in attendance to enable the Medical Referee to make some preliminary enquiries if necessary/appropriate.  However, it should be noted that when verbal concerns have been expressed, the matter can only be fully resolved after the Medical Referee has received the full details in writing. 

Please note that it is essential when the inspection is carried out that the person inspecting the certificates must be given the opportunity to take the ‘Inspection of Medical Certificate’ form away for further consideration rather than signing to indicate they are satisfied before leaving the Crematorium (or leaving the place where the inspection took place).

On some occasions the person inspecting the forms may have questions of a medical nature rather than concerns about the circumstances or cause of death.  If this is the case they can be advised that it is possible for them to have a consultation with one of the medical referees for a fee of £35.00 (payable in advance).  The consultation will normally take place on the first convenient morning with the medical referee on duty that day.

In any event cremation cannot proceed until at least two working days (48 hours) have passed, (i.e. excluding Saturday mornings) commencing from the time the person who wishes to inspect the certificates has been notified.  Where certificates have been inspected at least 24 hours must have passed since the time of the inspection, and at least 48 hours have passed (including weekends) since the time of notification (i.e. a minimum of 72 hours from the time of notification).
